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Children’s Theater

Gift Rap' Places Giving Over Getting

by Tom Provenzano

| hildren have no trouble connect-
l ing with the idea of receiving gifts.
i; So when they file into the Encino
Playhouse and spot the gigantic,
brightly wrapped present sitting center stage,
their interest is immediately piqued.
Gift Rap, a musical parable, skillfully fills
the youngsters with hopes and dreams of

personal gain, while reminding adults that in

the 30 years since John F. Kennedy exhorted
Amencanstoaskwhattheycandoforﬂmr
country, our nation has-gravitated toward a

“giveme” mentality. The play brilliantly pulls
the rug of natural selfishness from beneath
. materialistic girls and boys by suggesting
another way of thinking. The ultimate lesson,
gently taught, is: “Ask not what the world can

give to you, ask what you can do for the

world.” :
Soon after the play opens with the shining,

present, the auditorium is filled with the spar-

kling voice of Sharon Thompson (“The Rap-
per”), who belts out the show’s ‘opening rap
number. Liz Hewitt, Scott Guy and Erik
Chorlton enter as three youngsters fascinated
by the large present. The Rapper gives eacha
gift certificate for the new SuperMall, prom-
ising them all “the perfect gift.”

As the kids travel to the mall, the huge gift
begins to separate into several pieces of scen-
ery, creating a trap door, windows androoms.

By the end of the play, the gift will be an -

intricate set, filling the stage. (The metamor-
phosing gift was originally designed for the
South Coast Repertory Theatre’s touring ver-
sionoftheplay, which took it tolocal schools.)

- Atthemall, the kids eachreceive a box, but

rather than being the “perfect present,” the
*  gift represents the key to finding the perfect -

gift. Ultimately, each character will learn that

hlsorha'glfnsnotsomethmgngentothem,

but something they can give.
Thelanguage s clear, with plenty of humor
that neither condescends nor goes over the
‘heads of children. The music fills the modern
requirements of rap and rock, but composer/
lyricist Michael Stlversher gently sneaks in
theoriginality
that has &

him in
,such

o

~ (played by Thompson) After singing a rock

~ conversion and giving Boopsie number 43 o
~adoll-less child. ‘

demand at Disney, where he writes musxc for
several animated specials and series.
Hewitt portrays Vera, a spoiled girl whois
content withher present of a Boopsie doll, her
43rd of the same model. But soon she comes
face to face with the reflection of herself

number about « egocentricity, Vera is still un-
willing to part with her doll and give it to
someone less fortunate. -
Chortonplays Chuck, anintellectual young
man whoﬁndshlsgﬁtxsteachmg This is
expressed wonderfully through a rock song
with a pirate motif, as Chuck sings a swash-
buckling story to some kids who cannotread.
Perhaps the most poignant scene involves
Dave, sensmvelyporu-ayedbyScottGuy His

 presentissimply a quarter. Twemy-ﬁvecems' -

“How can this possibly be my perfect gift?”
heasksmaplamnveballad. Butthecoinleads
him to the most precious gift of all, when he
meets a lonely girl who has just moved into |

. town. She has also received a quarter, and |

togetherthey buy aPopsicle. UltimatelyDave

~ leamns the perfect gift is the giftof himself, the :

gift of friendship.
The play closes with Vera expenencmg a '« :

Gift Rap Was an enormous success dunng
South Coast Repertory’s touring program.
Peter Ellenstein, an actor on the tour, directs
this version with the blessing of South Coast

‘ ,Repertory Elleustennsaysheenjoysthnsplay

because it speaks so clearly to its target audi-
ence—children 5 to 11. “What is too often |
emphasized is to accumulate possessionsand |
wealth. That never seems to bring people
happiness. The gifts we have to share with the
worldmthethmgsthatfulﬁﬂns. .

Gift Rap, appropnaxe Jor ages 4 throu h‘ :
14, plays at the Encino Playhouse Sat. and
Sun. at 1 p.m. beginning Sept, 15. All tickets

are$s. 49353alboaBivd Encmo (818)990 4

1613.
A beneﬁt performancefor the Encino PIay»{ 4

; ~houuwstagedSept. 15at8 p.m.GiftRa

befolIowedbyWilhamedomT"

Tormentedby selfishness, thesecharacters learn their lesson in Gift Rapatthe En
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